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Coming EventsComing EventsComing EventsComing Events    
Boiler Attendant 

Course - Goolwa 
We are considering running a 
boiler attendant course 
(T.A.F.E. one) if we can get 
enough interest. 
The course is usually 10 days, 
but if we have a bunch of semi 
experienced people the  
instructor could bring this back 
to 5 days. 
As you will appreciate there is a 
fixed cost so the more we get 
the cheaper per person. 
Basic accommodation could 
possibly be made available on 
the Oscar W. 
At the moment I am seeing 
what interest there is out there. 
Contact Bruce Martin - Phone 
home-85565931 mobile-
0417816525 or E-Mail—
bruceemartin@bigpond.com 
Regards Bruce Martin. 

EDITORS NOTES 

 

Welcome to the 4th ‘Canally Chronicle’!  Well, where is the boat??  By now you should 
of  heard that Canally is sitting on the slip at Berri in the ‘tender loving care’ of the ship-
wright and his crew, having 40 + planks replaced.  She was towed up to Berri by Oscar 
W on the long weekend in March in extreme heat and discomfort for all involved.  We 
have been very grateful to Oscar W for their generosity, not only for bringing the newly 
refurbished Rudder up from the Armfield Slip, but for also towing Canally up to Berri.  A 
glorious sight was beheld by all that saw this event from the cliff tops, the Locks and 
shore lines on route, of a true working boat towing a working boat.  While Canally is 
away other chores are being done, like a roof  extension on the shed so Canally’s 
Engine can be relocated to the Wharf precinct under cover while the maintenance  
occurs.  We have had to temporarily move out of the Station Masters house as well, as 
that is currently under restoration as well!  There are ‘works and jerks ‘ going on every-
where at the moment!  We even had a stall at the Wooden Boat Festival alongside the 
Rudder at the Armfield Slip which generated quite a lot of interest too.   The youth  
profile for this edition is on Nicholas Seton.  The Chairman's Report is full of news as 
well.  Watch out for the Working Bees coming up …….. 
Pamela Francis 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

The first 4 months of 2013 has been very hectic starting with a very successful working 
bee to get the boat ready for its trip to Berri for slipping and the yard ready for the roof 
extension to occur to house Canally’s boiler & engine.  Thanks must go to Pamela & Vin 
Francis for running a Canally stall at the Wooden Boat Festival in Goolwa where the 
new rudder was on display at the Armfield Slip.  I would like to, at this point thank the 
volunteers at Armfield Slip & the guys at Regency TAFE for the excellent work on our 
new rudder.    Other significant jobs that have been completed or are under way are: 
• 40 planks plus floor beams, oakum & tar delivered to the Berri slip from Echuca by 

Noel McDonald & unloaded with the help of the SA Water fork lift driven by Tom 
Stegemann. 

• Canally rudder delivered by the Oscar ‘W’ to Morgan & fitted by volunteers before 
its departure to Berri 

• Canally safely delivered to Berri after a 4 day tow in trying 40+⁰C heat.  Many 
thanks to those who gave their time during the tow.  With a special thank you to the 
guys from S.A. Water who helped with the slipping 

• The Canally was slipped on the 27th of March with the shipwright starting work          
almost immediately.  As we go to print the hull planks & floors have been done with 
the caulking now well under way. The boat will be shuffled on the slip so the areas 
that could not be reached can be caulked.  Once this is completed the boat will be 
floated for about 5 days to allow the planks to swell before being removed again to 
finish off the work on the hull. 

• A working bee held on April 6th saw the engine house roof erected & the oakum 
bales split before being sent to Berri. 

• The Marine Architect has also visited Morgan to inspect the proposed decking 
planking  before carrying on to Berri to inspect the hull. 

• Our Vessel Manage Plan has been accepted by the  Australian National Maritime 
Museum with the $5000 grant being paid. 

Phil Reed 

Working BeesWorking BeesWorking BeesWorking Bees    Our next working bee will be held on Saturday 22nd June Saturday 22nd June Saturday 22nd June Saturday 22nd June 9:00am at the wharf and  Stationmasters House. Jobs to be done: Secure Canally in her mooring back in Morgan; clean up Stationmasters House; clean up sheds and around engine; sort bottles and cans. Lunch Provided  Lunch Provided  Lunch Provided  Lunch Provided  Meeting to be held Sunday 23rd June.  



    
 

YOUTH PROFILE 

 

NICHOLAS SETON - is a 16 year old lad from Morgan who has an  

interest in helping the local community and preserving Paddle Steamers,  

like the Canally.   Nicholas goes to Waikerie High School, where his  

favourite subjects are Woodwork and Chemistry.  He enjoys being a  

Volunteer with the CFS, and assisting with Sound for productions,  

at either School or Private Functions.  Nicholas has always had a passion  

for boats and ships, and is intrigued by the way they are built and how steam power works.  He thinks Paddleboats are 

unique and in his childhood has enjoyed rides on Oscar W and PS Marion.  Nicholas’s other interests include Model 

making of just about anything, whether it be boats, planes or cars. Nicholas has also done some work experience on  

PS Marion with Engineer John Norris, which was a joyous experience for both.  John informed me at the time how  

impressed he was with Nicholas’s knowledge of steam engines.  Nicholas wants to pursue engineering as a career 

choice and hopes to do marine engineering at the Australian Maritime College.  He has an interest to apply for a  

scholarship with either the Navy or Armed Forces as well.  Nicholas’s focus and commitment is commendable for a  

person of this age.  His commitment to Canally’s Restoration Committee also allows him to use others skills he has too, 

as he helps me with putting the Canally Chronicle together and was responsible for the design features as well.  

 It is great having Nicholas  as a member of Canally Restoration Committee.    

      

 

 

HISTORY CORNER 

 

We had a piece of memorabilia sent to us lately of which I have permission to share with our readers.  It concerns a 

reference for R B P Reed written by Frank Weaver, the Master of Canally in 1925 at Morgan.                                       

Enjoy the read……... 

 

 

 

 



    
The accompanying email reads……………. 

Phil 

Thanks for your letter of 27/3. My father was indeed R B P Reed and during the early 1920s he was deckhand 

and barge hand on all the Tinks boats with  Lance Mclean and Frank Weaver. Bob Reeds family were in 

Gravesend Kent and any relationship would have to be in the dark ages. I only know the Canally by reputation 

and hearsay from my father and have to rely on tales about Tommy Freeman and Ron Parsons notes Frank 

Weaver and my Dad were friends from the 1920s and when my Dad tried to join up Frank came to Renmark to 

skipper the Ulonga but Dad was soon home and took back over. Molly made a lot of clothes for my sisters. 

I inherited the great love for the Murray and especially its Paddle Steamers.  My book PUT A FIRE IN 

HER  explains my fathers life as a skipper. I still love the AHL building in Morgan as this was where I  

received my first pay as deckhand on the Marion during the school holidays in 1945. I look forward to the 

completion of the restoration  of the Canally and hope to spend  few minutes at the wheel to add to my long list 

of  similar experiences over my 82 years although I was not permitted to follow my Dads vocation. I still feel 

very much at home in the wheelhouse.  

Kindest Regards and hope to meet you one day in the near future 

Trevor Reed 
Ed. Note:  the restoration  committee would like to thank Trevor for sharing this information with us.  If  anyone else has  an interest story to tell, 

please forward to the Chairman, Phil Reed. 
 

 

FUNDING INFORMATION 

The PS Canally Restoration Committee has recently received $5000- funding from the Australian National Maritime Mu-

seum as part of their Maritime Museums of Australia Projects Support Scheme.  These funds are being used towards the 

materials and installation of 40 replacement planks in the PS Canally. The remaining funding has come from Capital 

Budget Funding for 2012/13 from the Mid Murray Council.  The work to replace these planks is currently being under-

taken by Adam Fitton, Shipwright, on the Berri slipway. The replacement of the planks will ensure the Canally hull is now 

watertight and will complete the first stage of her restoration. Stage 2 will see decking installed and the restoration of a 

Marshall 20hp Steam Reciprocating  engine which will then be fitted in the hull.  The PS Canally Restoration Committee, 

greatly appreciate the generosity of the Australian National Maritime Museum and the Mid Murray Council in supporting 

our project to preserve and restore the PS Canally. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL REMINDER 

Thank you to those members who have renewed their membership.  If you haven’t renewed yet please find attached 

renewal form.   

 

             Also available Canally Polo shirts $42-00 

               Bottle Green with white piping and logo  

        Details and order form on Membership Renewal Form 

 

 

                                                                    

                                                                             

                                                                                STATIONMASTERS HOUSE RENOVATIONS 

                                                                               

                                                                                The Stationmasters house is currently undergoing intensive                         

                                                                                      heritage conservation and restoration work                                                                     
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On the journey from Morgan to Berri  

On the slipway at Berri  

Fitting and caulking the new planks  

Splitting oakum  

The new roof goes on between the sheds  

The steam engine on it’s way past the 

wharf to it’s new home for now 


