
Contacts 

www.pscanally.com 

PS Canally Restoration  Committee 

c/o Morgan Museum, PO Box 75, Morgan SA 5320 

Chairperson: Phil Reed 

Photos 

 

 

 

 

Plank replacement 

  
 
 
 

Newsletter of : 

  FRIENDS OF THE P.S.CANALLY PORT OF MORGAN 

Issue No 14: April 2017 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Much has happened with the Canally since our trip to Dick Bromhead’s slip 

back in early November 2016.  The river rose and fell over Christmas / New 

Year, the peak being around 3.4 metres above pool which made our Morgan 

Mooring inaccessible.  During this period the Canally sat safely in the slip  

channel awaiting the next stage. 

At the time of writing this report the last of the above water planks has been   

put in place with caulking almost complete.  Many thanks to those in Morgan 

who have spent many hours rolling Oakum.  With the help of people from   

Morgan and Mannum carrying out regular inspections we have been able to 

keep the leaks to a minimum and the bilge pumps operating.  Work has also 

started on installing frames for canvas covers over the engine room and stern 

hold. 

On April 20th the Canally will go up on the slip and after a short drying out 

period the below water planks will have the old Oakum raked out and replaced.  

Work will also be carried out on extending the steel keelsons to take out the 

banana bend in the hull.  Volunteers will be required to sand and paint the hull 

before it  returns to the water and ultimately back to its home port of Morgan.  

Once this work is done stage 1 hull restoration will be complete and the hull   

will be able to take weight which means an engine can be installed. 

To that end the committee with advice from Rob Bowring has decided to    

explore the possibility of  installing the original engine from the PS Ruby (built 

in Morgan).  This engine was manufactured in Adelaide by J. H. Horwood and 

Co. (later Horwood and Bagshaw) and is similar to the plant in the                  

PS Adelaide.  It would also be similar to the loco engine installed by Captain 

Thomas Freeman in the PS Canally. 

No matter what plant is installed we will need some new innovative ways to 

raise around $200,000 so any suggestions will be welcomed. 

With the hull now complete and motive power being actively pursued the     

project is moving into its next stage so we will be looking to you our supporters 

for help.  Just think of the prospect of possibly having the PS Canally steaming 

in a couple of years. 

Phil Reed  CHAIRMAN 

DIARY DATE 
 

The Morgan Living 
River Festival will be 
happening this year 

on 
18th & 19th  
November. 

These dates in 2017 
coincide with the 

110th Birthday of the 
PS Canally and the 

120th Birthday of the 
PS Marion.  

This will be a  
wonderful  

opportunity to  
celebrate the birthdays 
of these two fabulous 
Paddle Steamers and 
to showcase Morgan 

and this event.  
 

 Please put the date in 
your diaries.   

 
 More details to     

follow. 



 

 

Volunteers rolling oakum 

 

Oakum being put in 

Oakum is a preparation of tarred fibre used in shipbuilding for caulking or 
packing the joints of timbers in wooden vessels and the deck planking of 
iron and steel ships. 
Picking oakum was one of the most common forms of hard labour in        
Victorian prisons. Prisoners were given quantities of old rope, which they 
had to untwist into many corkscrew strands. They then had to take these 
individual strands and unroll them, usually by rolling them on their knee    
using their hands until the mesh became loose. In modern times, the fibrous 
material used in oakum comes from virgin hemp or jute. The fibers are       
impregnated with tar or a tar-like substance, traditionally pine tar (also called 
'Stockholm tar'), an amber-coloured pitch made from pine sap. 
 
 
A big thank you to all the 
volunteers who have been  
busy rolling oakum for the  
Canally using the traditional  
method of untwisting and  
rolling the oakum on their  
knees. 

Picking oakum at the House of Correction. 
Image from 'The criminal prisons of London, and scenes of 

prison life' by Henry Mayhew - PD 1862. 

History Corner 
 

Frame for cover over hull 

Plank replacement which has 

taken place at the Mannum 

Boat Haven Marina by        

shipwright Adam Auditori,    

with the assistance of        

Graeme Claxton. 

Reminder 

Membership is due now for 2017.  

Individual membership $22, Family $33. 

If you have already paid your membership, a big thank you.   

If you haven't paid yet, a membership form is attached.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caulking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deck_(ship)
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=TGAJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA300-IA1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=TGAJAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA300-IA1#v=onepage&q&f=false

