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An EventAn EventAn EventAn Event    
 

Ashley Walsh from ABC 891   
radio interviewed Phil on the 
29th Sept ‘If you missed it, 
have a listen on this web 

site: 
 

http://blogs.abc.net.au/
sa/2013/09/restoring-the-ps-

canally.html?
site=adelaide&program=ade

laide_weekends 

 

EDITORS NOTES 

 

Welcome to the 5th ‘Canally Chronicle’!  You would have noted by now, that Canally is 
back home at Morgan Wharf, since coming off the slip at Berri. We are very grateful to 
all concerned who were involved in this part of the restoration, and the towing events to 
get her up to Berri and back again. You will read in the Chairman’s Report that we are 
now focused on the next stage of restoration, which involves working on restoring the 
engine and preparing Kauri timbers for the decking.  These tasks will be continued with 
at the up and coming Working Bee this month on 19th of October.  There will be some 
repairs carried out on the Station Masters house as well.  We hope you can joins us?  
The youth profile for this edition is on Luke Humphrey. The Chairman's Report is full of 
news as always.  Looking forward to seeing you at the Working Bee…….. 
Pamela Francis 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

The Canally can now be seen back at the wharf after final below water line re-planking 
was completed. The autumn/winter months have been quite busy for the Canally & its 
members as we move forward into our next phase of restoration. Our HQ the Station 
Masters House is one step closer to looking as it did over a century ago.  Years of paint 
have been blasted off the walls to reveal the original stonework.  While a TAFE stone 
masonry course has re-pointed the block work & repaired the damp course. 
A large contingent of Canally members attended the Junction Rally in  Wentworth where 
we set up an information stall which was well visited.  Many thanks to Frank Tucker for 
allowing us to use a part of the Heritage Riverboats tent. I also attended a 2 day semi-
nar on SA Heritage vessels & maritime museums.  We were updated by AMSA on the 
latest crewing & survey details for heritage vessels.  News from around the heritage 
boats & museums provided an excellent insight into what other groups are up to.  It was 
decided at this inaugural meeting to form a South Australian Maritime Heritage Network.  
A cruise on the Marion & a visit to the upgraded Mannum Dock Museum rounded out 
the event. 
So what is the latest with the vessel? 
• 36 planks below the water line & 12 floor beams were replaced by the shipwright on 

the slip in Berri 
• The rudder pin & bearing surfaces were set up whilst on the slip with the help of a 

small team & a SA Water crane 
• The boiler & engine was towed from the Council yard to its new home in the wharf 

precinct without incident (well almost).  Thanks to the MMC guys on their day off. 
• Finishing touches to the engine shed fencing & security lighting were completed. 
• The Canally was re- launched at the end of May & then towed safely back to      

Morgan over 41/2 days on 09/06.  Many thanks to Dean Beard & Hama 9 for the 
tow. 

• Work has started on how to prepare the Kauri timber for planking. 
• Matt, Ian & Jamie have started to remove the 64 boiler tubes as part of the engine          

restoration.  As we go to print 50 have been removed.  Thanks to Dave Finnie from 
the Oscar ‘W’ for passing on his expertise to the guys. 

• We have received a $500.00 grant from the MMC which will be used to purchase 
first aid & safety gear. 

Phil Reed 

Working BeesWorking BeesWorking BeesWorking Bees    

 
Saturday 19th October 
2013 starting 9.00am at 

the Wharf area 
Jobs include: Working on 
Decking , removing boiler 
tubes, sorting bottles and 
cans, repairs to Pendles 

awning and Station Masters 
House doors 

BBQ Lunch and                
refreshments will be                   

provided 
RSVP to: 

mat-
thew.seton@bigpond.com  

for catering purposes 
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LUKE HUMPHREY came to us a half an hour  early at our very first Working Bee with a question—’Where is 
the form I need to fill in to be a Member of the PS Canally—I want to help’.  At this point he was a 13 year old 
lad, who clearly had a passion to be involved and clearly demonstrated his willingness and enthusiasm and 
shone in the ’corking demonstration class’ that was happening on that occasion.  Luke had an opportunity to 
be in attendance on Oscar ‘W’ to tow Canally to Berri.  He wrote an account of this event that was published 
in the Oscar ’W’ newsletter which I will now share with you. 
 
My name is Luke Humphrey and I am 14.  I am presently attending High School in year 9 and I am one of the 

youngest students in year 9 to do work experience at Waikerie High. I  am studying at Waikerie Meat and 

Poultry—the local butcher shop—and by 2014 hope to be well underway in an apprenticeship, and hope to 

someday run a self-sufficient cattle station, with a supporting on site butcher facility.  But let’s cut to the 

chase—to the reason why I went on the Oscar W!  I am also part of the PS Canally as I also have a strong 

passion for the heritage of the River Murray and the paddle steamers that provided sustainability for the 

river’s working era.  Now I suppose you are wondering just how I was exposed to this specific crew that oper-

ates and maintains the Oscar W? 

When the Oscar crew got to Morgan, I met up with the crew at the local RSL; and on that night I was asked 

(by Captain EJ) if I was coming along.  I replied ‘unfortunately no’ as I was intending to work in Morgan as I 

do on a weekly basis, but shortly after I was convinced by family and crew to go along.  After confirming this 

with Captain EJ, I decided to go along but I think EJ did not quite realise what he was in for.  I say this as I 

was only intending to go as far as Kingston on Murray, but after meeting the magnificently kind and support-

ing crew, for me the 2 day journey became what I thought was a 5 day trip to Berri.  In this time I became ac-

knowledged after being educated in the typical and perhaps the most common knot on the boat, the bowline, 

and after a few days practice I had it too a tee.  I was then introduced by new best friends Frank and John to 

the 16 Hp 2 cylinder steam engine and boiler, and learned how it operated. 

This made me want to learn more specifically about the boiler so during the remaining days of the trip I as-

sisted the firemen in the operation, as I intended to learn more every day, and fully believed this was the way 

to do it.  After a few days had passed we approached Berri where the Canally was to be settled for the next few 

months.  On that day I thought to myself how superb the adventure had been.  And coincidently Frank ap-

proached me at this time and encouraged me to ask Captain EJ for permission to go back to Morgan on the 

boat, and Captain EJ agreed with delight.   

After getting back to Cadell  the  Oscar crew claimed back the Cadell Cup in the primary school sports day, 

and we greatly enjoyed this.  At this time (you guessed it) I decided to go back to Goolwa crossing Lake Alex-

andrina, and this was an experience on its own.  After safely arriving back at Goolwa I had to get off due to 

the fact there was no more river! 

On this trip I learned many things, from steering the Oscar W, to reading the river, from Captain EJ and Cap-

tain Alan.  Also helping with daily duties and keeping Christina happy with galley wood (keep the cook happy 

or starve—it’s your choice).  There are so many more things I learnt on Oscar W I could fill a line of pages 

with it, and as far as the crew go I quote on my life they are the best bunch of people I have ever met.  I would 

like to thank everyone for making it happen; Captains, first mate, engineers, firemen, deckhands (the cook of 

all cooks), and anyone else I have missed, - a one of a kind crew and excellent family. 

 

Thank you—Luke Humphrey 
Ed. Note:  You can see why Luke is certainly an asset to have amongst our volunteers. 



    
HISTORY CORNER 

 

 

Photo received from Owen Page, this is the look that we hope to achieve, when the Canally is 
fully restored. 

Extract from Paddle steamers of Australasia 
 

We are always on the lookout for new info, pictures & original items from the Canally. 

Now Available 
 

Canally Polo Shirts: 
$42.00 

 
Full Zip Polar Jacket: 

$56.00 
 

Polar Vest: 
$40.00 

 
Rugby Top: 

$56.00 



ContactsContactsContactsContacts    www.pscanally.net78.net PS Canally Restoration  Committee c/o Morgan Museum, PO Box 75, Morgan SA 5320 Chairperson: Phil Reed 

PhotosPhotosPhotosPhotos     On the journey from Berri to Morgan 
  5th to 8th June 

Working Bee July 22nd  

Wentworth Junction 
Rally  

13th to 14th July 

Removing Boiler Tubes 


